
 

 
Basic SWAT Course 

DHS Catalogue: Law Enforcement Tactical Operations for Terrorism 

Response (Basic Concepts and Tactics) ID-006-RESP  
 

The Preparedness of State and Local Law Enforcement officers is one of the major initiatives of the United 

States Department of Homeland Security. This Basic SWAT course provides entry level SWAT officers 

with proven tactics, techniques, and procedures for first responders in a SWAT operation to include 

terrorist incidents. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The Government Training Institute’s core curriculum for the Basic SWAT course has been reviewed and 

approved by D.H.S.’s Office of Grants & Training. This allows states the opportunity to apply their DHS 

training grant funding toward student tuition, overtimes, meals lodging, and associated backfill cost of 

their SWAT officers to attend. 

 

The aim of the Government Training Institute’s Basic SWAT course is to equip new SWAT team members 

with the knowledge and skills required to serve on a SWAT team. The course is comprised of several 

interconnected modules delivered over a five-day period. The course is rigorous and engaging, allowing 

students to immerse themselves in the training. The first two days of the course focus on introducing 

students to SWAT concepts and tactical team organization, followed by an in-depth exploration of the 

primary tactics, techniques, and procedures utilized during tactical operations including terrorist threats. 

The remainder of the course is devoted to refining and honing these skills through hands-on training and 

a variety of training scenarios. Additionally, students receive a detailed course manual which serves as a 

guide during and after the course. The Basic SWAT course gives students instruction and practical 

application in the following tactical training: 

 

• Officers learn proven dynamic, deliberate, and covert building clearing tactics through classroom 

instruction, practical exercises, and force on force scenarios. 

• Officers gain an understanding of the options available for resolving tactical situations including 

Hostage Incidents, Barricaded Suspects, and High-Risk Warrant Service.  

• Officers gain valuable insight on the value of exploiting tactical angles, creating tactical 

dilemmas, and the utilization of physical and technological clearing resources.  

• Officers learn the proper methods for approaching target locations as well as individual and team 

movement techniques around target structure breach points and gun porting locations.  

• Officers receive detailed instruction and practical application in the tactical shooting techniques.  

• Officers receive instruction on specialized topics including tactical breaching methods. 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT GOVERNMENT TRAINING INSTITUTE 

VIA PHONE: 1-803-259-1935 – VIA EMAIL: INFO@GTITRAINING.ORG 

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: HTTPS://GTITRAINING.ORG/ 

 

mailto:INFO@GTITRAINING.ORG
https://gtitraining.org/


 

COURSE STRUCTURE: 

Mod 1 Introduction  

Mod 2 Disclaimer 

Mod 3 SWAT History Purpose and Organization 

Mod 4 Blast Injures, TECC and IFAKs.docx not in Basic 

Mod 5 Tactical Movements Outside Target Structures (TMOTS) 

Mod 6 Breaching Methods 

Mod 7 Tactical Movements Outside Target Structures (TMOTS) (PE) 

Mod 8 Breaching Methods (PE) 

Mod 9 SWAT Tactics 

Mod 10 Close Quarter Operations TTPs for Building and Room Clearing 

Mod 11 Close Quarter Operations TTPs for Building and Room Clearing (PE) 

Mod 12 Range (PE) 

Mod 13 Final Written Test 

Mod 14 Course Evaluation 

 

REQUIRED INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT: 

• Patrol rifle if issued / issued duty weapon 

• Duty gear (pistol belt and holster) 

• Duty uniform (5 days of training) 

• Ballistic vest 

• Range gear (eye and ear protection) 

• 500 rounds of rifle and 250 rounds of side arm ammunition 
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